Myasthenia gravis. A well-understood neuromuscular disorder.
Myasthenia gravis is a disorder of neuromuscular function caused by autoimmunity to acetylcholine receptors and the postsynaptic region of the neuromuscular junction. Clinically, it is manifest by abnormal weakness and fatigability of skeletal muscle. Distribution and severity of weakness vary among patients. Most cases can be treated effectively with a combination of anticholinesterase inhibitors and glucocorticoids. Thymectomy is often recommended.